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MEMORABLE

SCENE FROM TV OR MOVIE

A scene from the American TV series The
Bible dramatized the parable of the Pharisee
and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14; The Bible
episode 7 The Mission). On screen was Jesus
and His disciples walking passed a crowded
area and people were queuing up to pay their
taxes. They were followed by a Pharisee who
serves as the typical Pharisee and advised
Jesus to “keep your distance from the tax
collector, a stinking vermin”. Thus the setting
of the scene and Jesus proceeded to tell the

parable.

Jesus looked straight at the Pharisee and
Matthew as He told the respective parts of the
parable, and if the parable was not a parable
but Him addressing the two person in front of
Him. No doubt this was artistic license yet not
feeling unauthentic. For Matthew this Man

came talking to him talked about his private

Terence Chan
prayers and inner struggles as if He heard it.
But how could this be? As he had talked of his
guilt only in silence? And who is this that came
looking for him, told him he is forgiven and
invited him to “come”? And can we not identi-
fy ourselves in him as we have also poured out
our hearts and souls to God and wonder if He
heard, or would He care? Or have we not found
ourselves saying “away from me Lord, for I am
a sinner”? Or if we encounter God what would
He be like? What would He say, and how would
He treat me?
Matthew was found. It was the same God
who found the great Isaiah or Peter or Paul or
Luther and the countless before us. It the same
God who found us, who found me, and that is
why watching this scene left a particularly

strong impression.
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(Refrain) Be still, be still, be still and know that | am God.
I will always love and care for you. Be still, be still and know.
Sometimes you feel alone, like you haven’t got a friend.
It seems there’s no one on whom you can depend.
Don’t be worried or frightened, I'll be with you every day.
If you listen with your heart, you’ll hear me say: (Refrain)
I am Creator of the universe, Ruler over land and sky and sea.
Yet | know you by name, and | love you.
My child, you are special to me, to me. (Refrain)
Be still, be still and know. Be still and know.
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